Guest Editorial
Neonatal Nursing: A Global Affair
The world is small and so it seemed as I attended the International Council of Nurses (ICN) Congress in June in Seoul, South Korea. Dr. Margaret Chen, Director General of the World Health Organization (WHO), said that, in light of the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) outbreak and the ongoing struggle with Ebola, we need to recognize that diseases do not need visas to cross country lines. In a mobile society an exotic disease may be transported in a few short hours around the world. However, despite the MERS outbreak over 5000 nurses from 119 countries attended.
The ICN theme "Global Citizen, Global Nursing" fits so well with this issue of NAINR. The articles highlight neonatal nurses from around the world whose work is impacting countless lives. The challenges faced in one country are often not that different from those in many other countries. Yes, resources are different, types of health problems may vary, but not the nurse's role in providing care and impacting health outcomes.
Key messages from the ICN were: the need for more visibility of the work of nurses; the need for more nurses to be involved in policy discussions; and to serve on boards that impact health; as well as seeking political office. Another message was that there is no health without a workforce, and nurses are the main health professional in many countries. A challenge for neonatal nursing is that our specialization is rarely recognized and in many countries less important to some than infectious disease nurses or generalist nurses who can provide care across the lifespan. Yet in terms of future stability of countries, maternal child health is essential. Without healthy women to produce children and children that survive past the neonatal period and beyond, there is no workforce for the country, therefore there is no economy. Financial stability and maternal child health are inextricably linked. Therefore our time has come to tell our stories-such as the ones you will find in this issue. We need to advocate for our specialization and for the neonates and families we serve. 
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